[bookmark: _GoBack]An Inquiry of Pascal: The Wager
A. Group 1: Who/what is God?
i. What are the attributes of God according to Natural Reason?(Science)
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Paschal:
i.  If one does not believe, and God exists, one has lost everything.
ii. If one does not believe, and God does not exist, one has lost nothing.
iii. If one does believe, and God does not exist, then nothing lost, nothing gained.
iv. If one believes, and God does indeed exist, then one has gained everything.

	Pascal’s Wager
	God exists
	God doesn’t exist

	Wager for God
	Gain all
	Status Quo

	Wager against God
	Misery
	Status Quo 
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An Inquiry of Pascal: The Wager
B. Group 1: Who/what is God?
i. What are the attributes of God based on Faith?
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Paschal:
i.  If one does not believe, and God exists, one has lost everything.
ii. If one does not believe, and God does not exist, one has lost nothing.
iii. If one does believe, and God does not exist, then nothing lost, nothing gained.
iv. If one believes, and God does indeed exist, then one has gained everything.

	Pascal’s Wager
	God exists
	God doesn’t exist

	Wager for God
	Gain all
	Status Quo

	Wager against God
	Misery
	Status Quo 
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| The possibilities defined by Pascal's Wager can be thought of as a decision under
uncertainty with the values of the following decision matrix. (Pascal did not mention hell,
nor did he address what the outcome would be of *God exists + Living as if God does
not exist" the prospect of infnite gain being sufficient to make his point)

God exists (G) God does not exist (~G)
Belief (B) | +w (neaven) -1 (Wasting time on a being that doesn't exist),
Disbelief (~B) = (hell) +1 (Enjoying Iife)

(Given these values, the option of living as if God exists (B) dominates the option of living
lasif God does not exist (~B), as long as one assumes a positive probability that God
lexists. In other words, the expected value gained by choosing B is greater than or equal
o that of choosing ~B.

In fact, according to decision theory, the only value that matters in the above matrix is

lthe +< (infinitely positive). Any matrix of the following type (where f, f,, and 5 are all
finite positive or negative numbers) results in (B) as being the only rational decision.*!

God exists (G) God does not exist (~G)
Belief (B) o fy
Disbelief (~B) [ 3





