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Music/Prayer: Student Prayer
Reflections & Intentions

Agenda: Friendships 

Last class we defined friendship personally. Some of the characteristics that reside within our friends are: honesty, trust, challenging, love, dependable, care, support, companionship, and faith. We had a discussion on our 1st best friend- and what, where were the circumstances when they became your friend. Some of them lived close to you, your parents were friends with their parents, or you knew them since grade school.

Today: 
1. Watch The Eclipse of God, Martin Buber

2. Read the attached notes

3. Answer the following questions

We are going to look how our ideology of friends changed over time, or if they remained the same. As we mature, we discover new adventures, meet new people and grow in knowledge. We begin to learn more about ourselves. The world as you knew it very young was centered on family beliefs. As you matured- your values grew, you grew in knowledge, and possibly spiritually. Think how your friendships changed as you grew up. Where there any incidents along the way that hindered your relationships? Maybe you moved, or there was a change in peer groups.

Buber, Martin (1878-1965), Jewish religious philosopher, who developed a philosophy of encounter, or dialogue.

Buber is best known for his philosophy of dialogue, a religious existentialism
 centered on the distinction between direct, mutual relations (called by him the “I-Thou” relationship, or dialogue), in which each person confirms the other as of unique value, and indirect, utilitarian relations (designated the “I-It” relationship, or monologue), in which each person knows and uses others but does not really see or value them for themselves. Applying this distinction between “dialogue” and “monologue” to religion, Buber insisted that religion means talking to God, not about God. It is not monotheism, in Buber's view, but the dialogue between man and God that is the essence of biblical Judaism. Man becomes aware of being addressed by God in every encounter if he remains open to that address and ready to respond with his whole being. 

An "I​ Thou" Relationship

Essential to friendship is that each person see the other as an end, not as a means to an end. In other words, one person sees the other as having value and worth in himself or herself not simply because he or she is useful in bringing about some desired result. The Jewish philosopher Martin Buber called the first kind of relationship an "I-Thou," and the second kind an "l-It." When we treat another as a subject with an inner life, we are encountering a "Thou," a word that carries a hint of the sacred quality of the relationship. When we treat another as an object or thing that can be used for whatever purpose seems desirable, we are relating to him or her as an "It." The relationship of friends ought to be an "I-Thou" relationship, and that is what inti​macy is all about.

A Glimpse of the "Eternal Thou"

Buber saw the "I-Thou" relationships we experi​ence with others ultimately as ways of relating to God, the "eternal Thou":

The extended lines of relations meet in the eternal Thou.

Every particular Thou is a glimpse through to the eternal Thou; by means of every particular Thou the primary word addresses the eternal Thou.

Buber saw encounters with other persons as grace-filled moments, times when we are actually encountering God. Contemporary Christian theol​ogy likewise emphasizes that God and the sacred are found in the midst of life, not apart from life or above the everyday. In this understanding, our friendships can be sacred experiences, opportuni​ties for grace. To the extent that we relate to our friends as precious subjects, not objects to be used or manipulated, we are also relating to God. 

Think about all those people who treat you like an I-Thou, and those who you treat as an I-Thou
 I am most treated as a "I Thou" in my relationship with

 ...An example of that is... 

The person I most treat as a "I Thou" is

...An example of that is. ..

Our friendships can be sacred experiences, opportunities for grace. To the extent that we relate to our friends as precious subjects, not objects to be used or manipulated.

Martin Buber develops the richness of our relationships with God and to each other. In I and Thou, Buber adds such inquiries to the mind within his words. To the best of your ability, I would like you to analyze the following quotations.

“Extended, the lines of relationship intersect in the eternal You.”​​​

​ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“The encounter with God does not come to man in order that he many henceforth attend to God, but in order that he may prove its meaning in action in the world.”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Friends should be many things to each other:

· They should encourage, literally, "en" (instill) + "courage" (bravery) in each other. 

· They should help and support, propping up the other when he would otherwise fall. 

· They should keep us on track, rebuking when necessary.
· They should aid clear thinking, and help guide good decision making.
Answer the following questions.
1. Each of these has risks and demands: time, vulnerability, performance, and rejection. Which of these are obstacles for you in cultivating and maintaining friendships? How does one overcome them? (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. At the same time, friendship is not really "about" any of the above functions. It is a relationship that arises out of other common interests. From where have your deepest friendships arisen? What does this say about how we can cultivate new friendships and maintain old ones? (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Are friendships between men and women harder than those among the same sex? Please Explain. (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. If you could live one year of your life all over again without changing a thing, what year would you choose? Why? (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are You an Honest Person?
[image: image1.png]


                          [image: image2.png]



                                                                      (Take this self-evaluation and find out.) 

	Most of the Time
	     All of the Time
	 

	________________
	     _______________
	    I am truthful, sincere, and straightforward with my friends. 

	 
	 
	 

	________________
	     _______________
	    I tell my parents the facts when questioned 

	 
	 
	 

	________________
	     _______________
	    I stand up for classmates who are made fun of. 

	 
	 
	 


5. I believe that I am an honest person because: (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________6. How many lies do you get to tell before you are a liar? (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What would you do if you found $100 on the shelf of an ATM machine --and nobody was around? (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. People often rationalize their own dishonesty by saying, "That’s the way the world is, so why should I be different?" What do you think of this reasoning? Elaborate. (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Is there anything wrong with a "small" lie to parents or friends to keep from upsetting them? Explain.(5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. When people are dishonest with you, how does it make you feel? How do you know when someone is lying to you? (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. What is your definition of an honest person? (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. If you discover your classmates are cheating on an important exam, does that make it okay for you to cheat, too? Explain your reaction to this question. (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13. People have said that cheating is just another form of lying. Do you agree? Explain your rationale. (5)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14. What risks are involved in being honest? What risks are involved in being dishonest? How do you benefit from being an honest person?  (10)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. What does honesty have to do with your character? Please define.  (10)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
� Existentialism, philosophical movement or tendency, emphasizing individual existence, freedom, and choice, that influenced many diverse writers in the 19th and 20th centuries.








